
ADVANCE PLACEMENT 
ENGLISH LITERATURE 
AND COMPOSITION

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW.



WHAT MAKES SO MANY STUDENTS CREDIT AP ENGLISH 
LITERATURE AS THE COURSE THAT BEST PREPARES THEM 

FOR COLLEGE?

• Among the most popular AP courses, AP English Literature challenges students to read 
and interpret a wide range of imaginative works. The course invites students to explore a 
variety of genres and literary periods and to write clearly about the literature they 
encounter.

• On a daily basis, it asks them to read critically, think clearly, and write concisely. By the 
end of the course, students have cultivated a rich understanding of literary works and 
acquired a set of analytical skills they will use throughout their lives.
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• The course offers students frequent practice interpreting and 
writing about literature. By the end of the course, students 
should feel comfortable analyzing the structure of a poem or 
story, the themes of a drama, or the style of an essay. 

• They should also be able to identify various literary devices, 
such as figurative language or imagery, and to explain how those 
devices help to create meaning in a particular text. 

• Students should expect write at least once a week, although the 
assignments might vary considerably. Some might be informal 
and exploratory; others might include research or work with 
literary criticism; still others might be timed, so students can 
practice writing under conditions similar to those of the AP 
Exam.



WHAT 
ABOUT AP 
CLASSROOM? 

• Students must decide about taking AP Exams in the fall, so that 
the AP coordinator can submit the school’s exam order by the 
preferred or final deadlines.

• It is possible to request an exam after the final deadline until the 
spring course orders and fall order changes deadline, but an 
additional late order fee of $40 per exam will apply. 

• If a student chooses to cancel an exam or does not take an 
exam that was ordered for them, the school will be charged 
$40 for the exam. 

• Students will have access to more AP practice and feedback 
resources on the College Board website, in My AP Classroom.

• Students should have a College Board account and be able to 
access it. At the beginning of the school year, they’ll need to sign 
in with their College Board username and password to join 
their teacher’s class online.



WHO SHOULD 
TAKE AP 
LITERATURE, 
AND WHY?

• While some schools limit admission to AP classes to 
their strongest students, many teachers recognize the 
power of an AP class to challenge a wide range of 
students. For that reason, our school embraces an 
open admission policy that requires only a strong 
motivation and the desire to work hard. All students 
who want to strengthen their analytical thinking, 
reading, and writing skills belong in AP English 
Literature. Every story we read is a look into human 
nature, come and join us on some amazing journeys!!
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Characters in literature allow readers  
to study and explore a range of  
values,beliefs,assumptions, biases,  
and cultural norms represented by  
those characters.

Setting and the details  
associated with it not only  
depict a time and place, but also  
convey values associated with  
that setting.

The arrangement of the parts  
and sections of a text, the  
relationship of the parts to each  
other,andthesequenceinwhich  
the text reveals information are  
all structural choicesmade by
a writer that contribute to the  
reader’s interpretation of a text.

A narrator’s or speaker’s  
perspective controls the details  
andemphasesthataffecthow  
readers experience and interpret  
a text.

Comparisons, representations, and associations shift meaning from
theliteraltothefigurativeandinvitereaderstointerpretatext.

Readers establish and communicate  
their interpretations of literature through
arguments supported by textual evidence.

SkillCategory 1 SkillCategory 2 SkillCategory 3 SkillCategory 4 SkillCategory 5 SkillCategory 6 Skill Category7

Explain the function  
of character.

SKILLS
1.A Identify and describe  
what specific textual details  
reveal about a character,that  
character’s perspective, and  
that character’smotives.
Units 1, 2, 3, 4, 6
1.B Explain the function  
of a character changing or  
remainingunchanged.
Units 3, 7, 9
1.C Explain the function of  

contrasting characters.
Units 4, 6
1.D Describe how textual  

details reveal nuances and  
complexities in characters’  
relationships with one another.
Units 4, 7
1.E Explain how a character’s  
own choices, actions, and  
speech reveal complexities in  
that character, and explainthe  
function of those complexities.
Units 6, 9

Explain the function  
of setting.

2.A Identify and describe  
specific textual detailsthat  
convey or reveal a setting.
Units 1, 3
2.B Explain the function  

of setting in a narrative.
Units 4, 7
2.C Describe the  

relationship between a  
character and a setting.
Units 4, 7

Explain the function of  
plot and structure.

3.A Identify and describe
how plot orders events in
a narrative.
Units 1, 4, 6, 7
3.B Explain the function  
of a particular sequence of  
events in a plot.
Units 1, 6, 7
3.C Explain the function  

of structure in a text.
Units 2, 5, 8
3.D Explain the function  

of contrasts within a text.
Units 2, 4, 6, 8
3.E Explain the function
of a significant event or
related set of significant
events in a plot.
Units 3, 9
3.F Explain the function of

conflict in a text.
Units 3, 9

Explain the function of  
thenarratororspeaker.

4.A Identify and describe
the narrator or speaker of
a text.
Units 1, 4
4.B Identify and explain  

the function of point of  
view in a narrative.
Units 1, 4
4.C Identify and describe  

details, diction, or syntax  
in a text that reveal a  
narrator’s or speaker’s  
perspective.
Units4,6,9
4.D Explain how a  
narrator’s reliabilityaffects  
a narrative.
Units 6, 7

Explain the function of
word choice, imagery,
and symbols.

5.D

5.A Distinguish between
the literal and figurative
meanings of words
and phrases.
Unit 5
5.B Explain the function  

of specific words and  
phrases in a text.
Units 2, 5, 8
5.C Identify and explain  

the function of a symbol.
Units 6, 7,8

Identify and explain
the function of an image
or imagery.
Units 5, 7

Explain the function  
of comparison.

6.B

6.C

6.A Identify and explain  
the function of a simile.
Units 2, 7

Identify and  explain 
the function of a  
metaphor.
Units2,5,8

Identifyandexplainthe  
function ofpersonification.
Units 5, 7
6.D Identify and explain  
the function of an allusion.
Units 5, 8

Develop textually substantiated  
arguments about interpretations  
of part or all of a text.

7.A Develop a paragraph that  
includes 1) a claim that requires  
defense with evidence from the text  
and 2) the evidence itself.
Units 1, 2, 3
7.B Develop a thesis statement that  

conveys a defensible claim about an  
interpretation of literature and that  
may establish a line of reasoning.
Units 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9
7.C Develop commentary  

that establishes and explains  
relationships among textual
evidence, the line of reasoning,  
and the thesis.
Units 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9
7.D Select and use relevant and  

sufficient evidence to both develop  
and support a line of reasoning.
Units 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9
7.E Demonstrate control over  

the elements of composition to  
communicate clearly.
Units 3, 4, 5, 6, 8
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These are the 7 skill categories we work on in AP Lit, note how many you already possess!! 
Now its time to take your skills to the college level and pass the AP exam!!
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